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I. Psychology Vocabulary 
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II. The PiXL Unlock Template 
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III. Summer Reading list 
 

There are a vast amounts of books with Psychological themes which you should read to gain a 
wider understanding and appreciation for subject.  
Below are some of the books which have strong links to the Psychology A Level curriculum for AQA, 
OCR and Edexcel.  
Using the internet, your local library and school or college library, read a selection of books/articles 
listed below. 
The following books relate closely to the study of Psychology.  
Try to summarise your findings in 50-100 words and suggest ways in which your chosen booksrelate 
to the field of Psychology. 
 
Books: 

• Thinking Fast and Slow 

• Man’s Search for Meaning 

• The Tipping Point 

• Incognito 

• Friend Request, 2018 by Laura Marshall 

• Born Evil, 2018 by Julia Derek 

• Lies, 2017 by TM Logan 

• Reaching Down the Rabbit Hole, 2016 by Allan Ropper and Brian David Burrell 

• Good Me Bad Me, 2017 by Ali Land 

• Selfie: How the West Became Self-Obsessed, 2018 by Will Storr 

• The Lucifer Effect: How Good People Turn Evil, 2008 by Philip Zimbardo 

• How to Survive the End of the World 2018 by Aaron Gillies 
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IV. Links to TED Talks/Articles/Documentaries/Books/Journals 
 
An excellent way to inform your wider understanding of English Language in culture is to read 
articles and watch videos/documentaries on the topic. You should take notes of key ideas that you 
find interesting and discuss these with your class/teacher. Consider these links a starting point to 
conduct research. 
 

Watch at least 5 of the video clips below and summarise the findings of each in 50-100 words 

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3cOvLrixhY – Trial of OJ Simpson – BBC documentary. 
The collection of forensic evidence and investigation, including court cases.  

2. https://www.ted.com/talks/petter_johansson_do_you_really_know_why_you_do_what_yo
u_do 

3. https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_the_fiction_of_memory 
4. https://www.ted.com/talks/scott_fraser_the_problem_with_eyewitness_testimony 
5. https://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_chalks_it_up_to_the_blank_slate 
6. https://www.ted.com/talks/philip_zimbardo_on_the_psychology_of_evil 
7. https://www.ted.com/talks/laurel_braitman_depressed_dogs_cats_with_ocd_what_animal

_madness_means_for_us_humans 
8. https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_the_fiction_of_memory 
9. https://www.ted.com/talks/scott_fraser_the_problem_with_eyewitness_testimony 
10. https://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_chalks_it_up_to_the_blank_slate 
11. https://www.ted.com/talks/philip_zimbardo_on_the_psychology_of_evil 
12. https://www.ted.com/talks/ben_ambridge_10_myths_about_psychology_debunked 
13.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yT_F0dMZRU (Part 1) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3rHTm1YLxA (part 2) – Stephen Fry - The Secret 
Life Of The Manic Depressive. BBC 

14.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhLuEKZj1oo – The Fritzl affair. Real crime 
documentary. 

15. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJm7AhdGbDk – Freud documentary (short) 
16. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XFjLdNO4FU – The Nurture room – child Psychology 
17. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OON81IJ9yos – Charles Whitman documentary  
18. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-DgV2vixSo – Motivation and rewards in learning 

(Rats) 
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V. Knowledge Organiser Template 
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VI. Thinking Hard Revisit Template 
 

Name of Topic:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Class: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Take a section of the text and do the following: 

 

1) Prioritise: Underline the three most important sentences here. Rank 1-3, briefly explain number 1. Cross out the 
least important sentence 

 
 
 
 
 
2) Reduce: Reduce the key information into 12 words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Transform: Transform this information into 4 pictures or images (no words allowed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Categorise: Sort this information into three categories. Highlight and think of a suitable title for each category. 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Extend: Write down three questions you’d like to ask an expert in this subject. 
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VII. A Model of the Thinking Hard Revisit document 
 

Name of Topic:  Psychology – Social Psychology. Milgram’s research.  

Name:   A. Student  

Class:   Psychology A  

Take a section of the text and do the following: 

6) Prioritise: Underline the three most important sentences here. Rank 1-3, briefly explain number 1. 
Cross out the least important sentence 

 
Milgram argued that people would commit atrocities if ordered to do so by someone in a position of 
authority.  
 
Milgram believed that there are situational explanations for behaviour and that anyone, given the 
situation and with consideration to those also present, has the ability to commit heinous acts.  
 
Milgram did not find a dispositional explanation for obedience. Therefore dispelling the belief, and his 
hypothesis, that ‘the German’s are different’.  
 

7) Reduce: Reduce the key information into 12 words 
 
Milgram, Social, situational, explanation, authority, destructive, obedience, order, autonomous, diffusion, 
generator, confederate.  
 
8) Transform: Transform this information into 4 pictures or images (no words allowed) 
 
 

 
 
 
9) Categorise: Sort this information into three categories. Highlight and think of a suitable title for each 

category. 
 
Social 
Obedience 
Order 
Milgram 
Situational 
Explanation 
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Authority 
Destructive 
Autonomous 
Diffusion of responsibility 
Generator 
Confederate 
Learner 
Teacher 
Experimenter 
 
 
 
10) Extend: Write down three questions you’d like to ask an expert in this subject. 
 
Why do people diffuse responsibility? 
What considerations do people make before acting in a heinous way? 
Why do some people, as in Milgram’s experiment, refuse to follow orders? 
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VIII. Cornell Notes Template 
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Topic 

Date 

Subject 

 

Main Ideas Notes 

 

Summary 
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IX. A Model of the Cornell Notes document 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: A. Student 

Topic: Psychology 

Date: 00.00.00 

Subject: Obedience - Milgram 

 

Main Ideas 

Many people believe 
there are situational 
explanations for 
behaviour. Through 
numerous pieces of 
research in social 
psychology, there is 
much evidence to 
suggest that this is the 
case.  

 

Milgram believed that 
there are situational 
explanations for 
behaviour and that 
anyone, given the 
situation and with 
consideration to those 
also present, have the 
ability to commit 
heinous acts. 

Notes 

Milgram dispelled the belief that the Germans were different following 
the holocaust. From Jewish descent, Milgram wanted to find out why the 
Nazis during WWII committed atrocious acts, which led to the murder of 
6 million Jews.  

Milgram (1963) wanted to investigate how far people would go in obeying 
orders, even if it involved harming another person. 

Participants were volunteers. 

Participants responded to a newspaper advertisement – looking to 
investigate the effects of punishment on learning (deception).  

40 males took part in the research. Experiment rigged so that the 
participant always played the role of the teacher. Learner and 
experimenter were in fact confederates of the experiment. 

Electric shock generator up to 450V. Learner was not being shocked – 
further deception used in this piece of research. 

Experimenter gave teacher orders to give an electric shock, increasing in 
severity for each wrong answer on a word pair test. Learner ‘responses’ 
had been pre-recorded on a tape recorder.  

65% participants followed orders up to the maximum shock of 450v.  

Summary 

People will obey the orders of legitimate authority figures – even if they are destructive. People do 
this because they diffuse the responsibility onto the authority figure – who they believe will take 
responsibility for their actions. Ordinary people are likely to follow these orders and it is not a 
dispositional factor, just present in Germans. Therefore obedience and destruction is something we 
are all capable of if placed in certain situations.  

Ordinary people are likely to follow orders given by an authority figure, even to the extent of 
killing an innocent human being.  Obedience to authority is ingrained in us all from the way 
we are brought up. 
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© The PiXL Club Ltd. May 2019 

 
This resource is strictly for the use of member schools for as long as they remain members of The 
PiXL Club. It may not be copied, sold, or transferred to a third party or used by the school after 
membership ceases. Until such time it may be freely used within the member school. 

All opinions and contributions are those of the authors. The contents of this resource are not 
connected with, or endorsed by, any other company, organisation or institution. 

PiXL Club Ltd endeavour to trace and contact copyright owners. If there are any inadvertent 
omissions or errors in the acknowledgements or usage, this is unintended and PiXL will remedy 
these on written notification. 
 

 


